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Solid State Flash slams the door on HDD-based solutions in Consumer 
Electronics

There us a 'war' going on in some classes of consumer electronics products for 
ownership of the storage platform, between solid state flash 'drives', based on 
NAND flash, and rotating magnetic media.  This battle has been going on for nearly 
two decades, with HDD holding sway over the larger capacity applications, and 
solid state solutions pereferred for lower capcity applcations.
This is no different from 1990, except that the dividing line between flash solutions 
and HDD solutions has migrated up and up.  The displacement of Apple's HDD-
based iPod Mini MP3 player, by a flash-based iPod nano MP3 player, having up to 
4GB of storage for about 1000 songs, is only the latest and most visible case in 
point....which still leaves vast markets for applications demanding even more 
storage capacity for HDD_based solutions.
This talk will take a look at the potential for performance improvement and cost 
reduction for solid state flash storage devices in the 10-20GB range which can be 
envisioned in about the 2010 timeframe, and lay those solutions against potential 
applications in several consumer electroinc products.
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