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Satisfying the need for speed: USB 3.0 or eSATA? 
 
ABSTRACT 
Since its introduction last year, USB 3.0 has been all about speed. The data transfer rate of USB 2.0 is specified at 
480 Mbps, which in real world usage translates into device transfer rates of 30MB per second or less. The new 
USB 3.0 specification is boasting a raw bit transfer rate of up to 4.8Gb per second. In comparison, today’s eSATA 
interface is specified at 3Gb per second, but forthecoming speed bumps for eSATA will challenge the transfer rate 
associated with the USB 3.0 specification. 
In this session, IDC will reveal which of these storage interface technologies will likely satisfy the need for speed in 
future storage products. More importantly, IDC will discuss new features and functionality either of these interfaces 
might enable for storage vendors. 
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